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Green Flag Award 2018

Name of Site: Linslade Recreation Ground
Managing Organisation: Leighton-Linslade Town 

Council

Desk Assessment Feedback (Management Plan and supporting documentation)

Criteria 
 

Strengths Recommendations 

Presentation 
The overall presentation is clear and concise 
with information written in plain English which 
is easy to understand.  There is some 
corporate information along with site specific.

It would be good to have some 
more photos included in the 
plan particularly to describe 
features and make the 
management plan more 
engaging. It would be useful to 
have some overarching 
information about the other 
teams that help support the 
park team such as 
comms/marketing, youth & 
schools team, Asset protection 
management etc. 

Health, Safety 
& Security The management plan indicates the areas it 

contributes to the health agenda. There is a 
reliance on natural surveillance and weekend 
patrols. This seems appropriate for the 
location. 

Maintenance of 
equipment, 
buildings 
& landscape

Equipment has not been mentioned and there 
are no buildings on site but there is a water 
feature (not working).  The maintenance is 
described in the specification section. The 
aspirations for the drinking fountain are 
interesting and it will be good to see how 
these develop.  It is not in the management 
plan as a proposal over the next few years.  It 
would be good to see drinking water provided 

This section could not be 
marked as there was no 
information about machinery – 
this could be an area 
sustainability/environmental 
improvement could be made 
with the type of kit used by 
maintenance staff.  
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on site to reduce the need for single use 
plastics. As well as using this heritage feature 
as something to delight visitors.

Litter, 
cleanliness, 
vandalism   

There seems to be a robust monitoring 
regime which keeps litter and vandalism to a 
minimum and maintains cleanliness. 

There is no mention of the big 
belly bins and the impact of 
using these on litter/waste 
management.  They compact 
the waste that reduces 
journeys but means waste 
cannot be recycled.

Environmental 
Management This covers pesticides, chemical use, scrap 

metal, peat use, and reviewed bedding 
planting in light of climate change. Rainwater 
harvesting takes place in relation to the 
community garden. 

There appears to be no 
overarching strategy for better 
environmental management. It 
is not articulated in the 
management plan clearly 
enough.  It is something which 
is probably being considered 
but is not in the paperwork. 

Biodiversity, 
Landscape and 
Heritage

In the action plan wildflower beds are 
proposed to increase biodiversity and a copse 
to attract insects. 

This is very weak part of the 
management plan. Nothing 
about considering monitoring 
or investigating biodiversity on 
site or creation/management 
of habitat.  There is little on 
heritage of the landscape 
though this was noted on site 
about the layout of the paths. 
There could be more 
consideration of mowing 
regimes as well as adding a 
wildflower meadow. There is 
noting about bird or bat boxes 
or bird usage of the site.

Community
Involvement Consultation is covered, and it is good to see 

events are hosted in the Park. The community 
garden is a huge plus point for the park and 
has shown the In Bloom volunteers have 
done a great deal to add this feature into the 
park. 

It is not clear how this 
volunteer help is supported by 
the management plan and 
staff. This would be useful to 
know for sustainability of the 
garden. 

Marketing & 
Communication The use of the website and social media is 

deployed well and is good to see live and 
quick responses. It is good that it can 
encourage people into the park and 
participation on line. Posters and on-site 
information is also used.

Probably the strongest section 
of the management plan. 
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Overall 
management A sound document that explains the site well 

as a superficial level and what is going on and 
practices that are implemented. 

It would be useful to see this 
competent document get 
better with more information 
on outcomes and trends.  
Hopefully there would be 
simple reference to other 
documents which could track 
progress and improvement. 

Additional comments 
. 
Overall the document was useful but could signpost better to other sources of information such as 
the tree management plans and marketing information.

It is difficult to assess the site based on the management plan as there is little depth or explanation 
in the content.  It does not give a professional or a layperson an understanding of what is planned 
on site, future aspirations or tracking/trending of successes or goals.  

It is excellent to see such senior and political support for the Park and obtaining Green Flag 
status.
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Field Assessment Feedback

Criteria Strengths Recommendations
 

A Welcoming 
Place The site will really benefit from the proposed 

development next to the station which will 
hopefully make the space more connected to 
the station and rest of the area.  It will be good 
to see the chainlink fence by one entrance 
transformed with some heritage railing and gate.  
Plans for the arch over one of the entrances will 
be a good addition to the site.  It was good that 
the park was not clutter with signage 
(particularly in relation to dog walkers).

Some of the cycle signage 
needed refreshing and 
little details like painting all 
the furniture black 
(including posts and lamp 
columns would increase 
the quality of the space). 
Noted that the new 
benches on concrete pads 
did not connect to the path 
did not have space for 
wheelchairs or buggies 
next to them.  However, 
this was included in the 
design of the community 
garden area. 

Healthy, Safe 
and Secure The feeling was of a maintained park with good 

lawn and sight lines were clear.  The Park is 
very open, and the gym equipment and goal are 
in clear view making it feel safe and 
encouraging healthy activity in the Park. 

Overall the new additions 
to the park have been 
considered carefully but 
there are little design 
thoughts that would lift the 
area even higher in terms 
of quality.  It is more in the 
detail of the street 
furniture, surfaces and 
design and maintenance of 
the landscape. 

Well Maintained 
and Clean There was little to no litter visible on the visit or 

dog mess.  It looked well maintained with good 
tree husbandry.  The playground was 
undergoing a refurbishment. 

Environmental 
Management

 

It was noted that the community garden was 
watering using the waterbutts attached to the 
church building and a hose pipe was going to be 
provided if there was enough water pressure.

Not much was mentioned 
about recycling, 
composting, and other 
sustainability initiatives. 

Biodiversity 
Landscape
and Heritage

 

The main feature in the garden – the drinking 
water fountain was in reasonable repair and 
there were several good plans about restoration 
or conversion into a fountain feature.  
Consideration could be given to providing 

It would be good to see 
better baselining of 
biodiversity data with some 
trending analysis to track 
progress. It would also be 
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drinking water to reduce the need for single use 
plastics and also with the playground close by. 
The park has an interesting history which could 
be interpreted on site. 

good to see changes to 
the mowing regime to 
introduce more biodiversity 
to the grass areas.  The 
whole area was close 
mown.

Community
Involvement

 

It was great to meet the volunteers from the In 
Bloom who had designed and created the 
community garden.  It was in its first year but 
looked like it was going to be a great success. 
They had done a great job designing and 
implementing the project with the management 
team.  A real testament to working together with 
an enthusiastic volunteer team. 

It would be good to hear 
how they can be involved 
in the overall management 
of the Park and engaged 
with the production of the 
management plan.

Marketing and 
Communication

 

The social media, posters, leaflets and website 
were great.  The strongest section of the 
management. The quick responses and live 
interaction is great to see working so well. 

Management

 

Overall the management appears to be good 
and the site felt cared for by the staff.  The 
inhouse staff has access to funds to continue to 
improve the Park. 

It will be good to see the 
five-year plan coming 
forward to improve some 
of the areas lacking.

Additional Comments 

This site has great potential to be great.  For Green Flag there must be demonstrable improvement 
with the management and maintenance of the site, which is evident but is a very close pass.  The 
environmental, sustainability and biodiversity considerations let the park down. The management 
know what they are doing but need to engage with the volunteers and community more to 
participate and understand how the park is managed.  

The management team have the opportunity and resources to be really great.  It would be good to 
see how the successes are tracked. 


